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REVIEWS OF BOOKS AND 
AUDIOVISUAL AIDS 
Kenneth A. Arnd t , M.D. 
Rev iew Editor 
A Guide to Dermatohistopathology, Second Edi-
tion, Hermann Pi nkus and Amir H. Mehre-
gan . Appleton- Century- Crofts, New York , 
1976. (724 pp; $35 .00) 
By virtue of adding entirely new ma terial a nd 
further deve lopment of t hat formerly covered , t his 
second edition of Pinkus and Mehregan, A Guide 
to Dermatohistopathology, represents a cons idera-
ble expans ion of the first edition. The list of 
s ubjects covered has been lengthened to the point 
where li t tle is wanting; thus, t he second edition has 
become even more useful as an everyday reference 
text for dermatopathologists. 
T he chapters derive fro m a seri es of lectu res by 
these authors given to residents in tra ining, and 
reta in t he highly persona l style which made the 
first edition so in teresting. The discussions on 
various aspects of dermatology and dermatopa-
thology are a lways lucid, often bri lliant . The 
a uthors' unparalleled ins ight in to pathologic 
mechanisms comes through repeatedly in t heir 
di scussion of various skin disorders, and t heir 
emphas is on underlying principles makes the book 
required read ing for those beginning the study of 
dermat.opathology. T he first 100 pages , dea ling 
with normal structure of skin and technical consid-
erations, are alone worth the modest price of the 
book . 
The qua li ty of the printing and illustrations is 
good; many reproductions ca rri ed over from the 
first edition have been improved in quality. Unfor-
tunately, my copy of the book arrived with the 
cover a lready torn loose and will have to be 
rebound immediately. It is unfort unate t hat a book 
which will be used so many t imes every week in the 
labo rato ry cou ld not have been made stronger. 
Despite this minor f1 aw, t he second edi t ion of A 
Guide to Dermatohistopathology is highly recom -
mended . It should be required read ing for a ll those 
who want to have an in-depth understanding of 
dermatopathology. In its expanded second edition , 
P inkus and Mehregan will rival other texts as a 
standard reference handboo k. If you want to refe r 
to this book in your laboratory, look for it, not on 
the bookshelf, but on the bench next to the 
microscope. 
Robert Goltz, M.D. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
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Dermatitis Herpetiformis, John O'Donel Alex-
ander , F .R.C.P .(Glas.). Volume IV of Major 
Problems in Dermatology. W. B. Saunders 
Co., Philadelphia, 1975. (346 pp; $24.50) 
The only unfortunate aspect of this book is its 
t it le . Much more than a di scourse on dermatitis 
herpetiform is, th is monograph represents a schol-
arly, comprehensive, and criti cal review of reports 
(w it h some 1975 refe rences) on the clinical, his-
tologic, ultrastructura l, and immunologic aspects 
of not only dermatitis herpetiformis (DH), but a lso 
juvenile DH , bullous pemphigoid , cicatri cial pem-
phigoid , pemphigus, erythema multiforme, and 
herpes gestation is. The aut hor, in t he first cha pter, 
has included a wea lth of deta il in regard to ea rly 
descriptions of DH and its differen t iation from the 
other blistering diseases, which, a lthough of ques-
tionable in te rest to the clinician , is importan t for 
the histori an . Also included are chapters on t he 
small intestine in DH with a comparison to t he 
intestinal changes in celi ac disease, genetic aspects 
of DH, treatment, miscellaneous laboratory inves -
tigations, inf1uence of iodides on DH, and differen-
t ial diagnosis of DH. Dr. Alexander concludes with 
a chapter on speculations on the etiology of DH 
based on current available information . He has 
parti cularly emphasized the numerous a nd 
remarkable advances made in t he understanding 
of DH in t he past 10 yea rs. 
This book can be viewed as a readable and 
well -illustrated sequel to Lever's classic Pem -
phigus and Pemphigoid and as an adjunct to 
Beutner et a i's recent book, Immunopathology of 
the Skin-Labeled Antibody Studies. This is the 
fourt h in a series of fine monographs on Major 
Problems in Dermatology edited by Dr. Arthur 
Rook and should be of great interest to a ll der-
matologists, and to clinical immunologists who are 
interested in blistering skin diseases. 
Stephen I. Katz, M.D., Ph.D. 
Bethesda , Maryland 
The Vulva, Constance Marjorie Ridley, M.A., 
B.M., F.R.C.P. Volume V of Major Prob-
lems in Dermatology. W. B. Saunders Com-
pany, P hiladelphia, 1975. (299 pp; $18.00) 
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